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Old English word “Worship” means “to declare worth”

John 4:7-9—“When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to
her, ‘Will you give me a drink?’…The Samaritan woman said to Him, ‘You are a
Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?’ (For Jews do
not associate with Samaritans.)”

John 4:15-18—“The woman said to him, ‘Sir, give me this water so that I won’t
get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.’
He told her, ‘Go, call your husband and come back.’
‘I have no husband,’ she replied.
Jesus said to her, ‘You are right when you say you have no husband. The fact is,
you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What
you have just said is quite true.’”

John 4:19-20—“‘Sir,’ the woman said, ‘I can see that you are a prophet. Our
ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we
must worship is in Jerusalem.’”

John 4:21-24—“‘Woman,’ Jesus replied, ‘believe me, a time is coming when you
will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem…Yet a time is
coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the
Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is
spirit, and His worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.”

“worship in spirit” means from the depths of my being

Isaiah 29:13 (NLT)—“And so the Lord says, ‘These people say they are mine.
They honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. And their worship
of me is nothing but man-made rules learned by rote.’”

“worship in truth” means it’s real & sincere & biblical & transparent



Why Worship?
1) Living A Life of Worship Touches The Heart of God

Psalm 22:3 (NLT)—“Yet you are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel.”

Isaiah 6:1—“In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and
exalted, seated on a throne; and the train of His robe filled the temple.”

Psalm 89:15—“Blessed are those who have learned to acclaim you, who walk in
the light of your presence, Lord.”

“To acclaim” means to welcome joyfully with a loud shout

2) Living A Life of Worship Moves The Hand of God
Daniel 3:4-6—“Then the herald loudly proclaimed, ‘Nations and peoples of every
language, this is what you are commanded to do: As soon as you hear the sound of
the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music, you must fall down
and worship the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. Whoever
does not fall down and worship will immediately be thrown into a blazing
furnace.’”

Daniel 3:12—“But there are some Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the
province of Babylon—Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego—who pay no
attention to you, Your Majesty. They neither serve your gods nor worship the
image of gold you have set up.”

Daniel 3:16-30—“Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, ‘King
Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. If
we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from
it, and He will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand. But even if he does not, we
want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the
image of gold you have set up.’

Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and his
attitude toward them changed. He ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter
than usual and commanded some of the strongest soldiers in his army to tie up
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace…and
these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace.



Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his
advisers, ‘Weren’t there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?’…He
said, ‘Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and
the fourth looks like a son of the gods.’

Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted,
‘Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out!
Come here!’ So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire…They saw
that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of their heads singed; their
robes were not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them.

Then Nebuchadnezzar said, ‘Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants! They trusted in him
and defied the king’s command and were willing to give up their lives rather than
serve or worship any god except their own God…’”

Isaiah 43:2—“When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when
you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through
the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze.”


